
 Reception Curriculum Overview 2018-19 
 
 Autumn:1 Autumn:2 Spring:1 Spring:2 Summer:1 Summer:2 

Communication 
& Language 

Maintain attention - 
concentrate and sit 
quietly. 

(LA)Two-channelled 
attention – can listen 
and do for short span. 
(S)  Beginning to use 
more complex 
sentences to link 
thoughts (e.g. using 
and, because). 

(LA)Two-channelled 
attention – can listen 
and do for short span 
  
Uses talk to organise, 
sequence and clarify 
thinking, ideas, 
  

•Uses language to 
imagine and recreate 
roles and experiences 
in play situations. 
•Links statements and 
sticks to a main theme 
or intention. • 

Children listen 
attentively in a range of 
situations. They listen 
to stories, accurately 
anticipating key events 
and respond to what 
they hear with relevant 
comments, questions 
or actions 
 
Children follow 
instructions involving 
several ideas or 
actions. 

Children give their 
attention to what 
others say and 
respond appropriately, 
while engaged in 
another activity 
  
 They answer ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ questions 
about their 
experiences and in 
response to stories or 
events. 

Physical 
Development 

Experiments with ways 
of moving. 

Shows understanding 
of the need for safety, 
considers and 
manages some risks. 
  
Negotiates space 
successfully. 

 Begins to form 
recognisable letters. 
•Uses a pencil and 
holds it effectively to 
form recognisable 
letters, most of which 
are correctly formed. 

Children know the 
importance for good 
health of physical 
exercise, and a healthy 
diet, and talk about 
ways to keep healthy 
and safe. 

Children show good 
control and 
coordination in large 
and small movements. 

 They move confidently 
in a range of ways, 
safely negotiating 
space. They handle 
equipment and tools 
effectively, including 
pencils for writing. 

PSED Following rules and 
routines. 

Confident to speak to 
others about own 
needs, wants, interests 
and opinions. 

They are confident to 
speak in a familiar 
group, will talk about 
their ideas, and will 
choose the resources 
they need for their 
chosen activities. They 
say when they do or 
don’t need help. 

 They work as part of a 
group or class, and 
understand and follow 
the rules. They adjust 
their behaviour to 
different situations, and 
take changes of 
routine in their stride. 

Children play 
co-operatively, taking 
turns with others. They 
take account of one 
another’s ideas about 
how to organise their 
activity 

They show sensitivity 
to others’ needs and 
feelings, and form 
positive relationships 
with adults and other 
children 



Literacy Recognising and 
writing our name. 

Knows that information 
can be retrieved from 
books and computers. 

Use phonic knowledge 
to start writing words 
independently. 
  
Enjoy an increasing 
range of books. 

Use phonic knowledge 
to start writing words 
independently. 
  
Enjoy an increasing 
range of books. 

Children read and 
understand simple 
sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words 
and read them aloud 
accurately. They also 
read some common 
irregular words 

Children use their 
phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways 
which match their 
spoken sounds. They 
also write some 
irregular common 
words. They write 
simple sentences 
which can be read by 
themselves and others. 

Maths Counting objects to 10 
and beginning to count 
beyond 10. 

Counting objects to 10 
and beginning to count 
beyond 10. 
  
Using shapes within 
patterns. 

Develop number 
knowledge beyond 10. 
Counting, ordering and 
matching quantities.’ 

Explore characteristics 
of everyday objects 
and shapes and use 
mathematical language 
to describe them. 

Children count reliably 
with numbers from one 
to 20, place them in 
order and say which 
number is one more or 
one less than a given 
number.. 

Using quantities and 
objects, they add and 
subtract two 
single-digit numbers 
and count on or back 
to find the answer. 
They solve problems, 
including doubling, 
halving and sharing 

Expressive Arts 
& Design 

Play alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 

Play alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 
Experiment with a 
range of different 
media. 

Explores what 
happens when they 
mix colours. 
  
Plays cooperatively as 
part of a group to 
develop and act out a 
narrative. 

•Selects tools and 
techniques needed to 
shape, assemble and 
join materials they are 
using. 
  

Children sing songs, 
make music and 
dance, and experiment 
with ways of changing 
them. 

They safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 



Understanding 
the World 

Know some of the 
things that make them 
unique and can talk 
about similarities and 
differences in relation 
to friends. 

Understands that 
different people help 
us 
  

They talk about the 
features of their own 
immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one another. 
They make 
observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some 
things occur, and talk 
about changes 

Children recognise that 
a range of technology 
is used in places such 
as homes and schools. 
They select and use 
technology for 
particular purposes. 

Children know about 
similarities and 
differences in relation 
to places, objects, 
materials and living 
things. They talk about 
the features of their 
own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might 
vary from one another. 
They make 
observations of 
animals and plants and 
explain why some 
things occur, and talk 
about changes. 

Children talk about 
past and present 
events in their own 
lives and in the lives of 
family members. They 
know that other 
children don’t always 
enjoy the same things, 
and are sensitive to 
this. They know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and others, 
and among families, 
communities and 
traditions. 

 


